Instruction Sheet


OT Narrative Toolkit

Step 1  PRAY

Pray before you start.

Step 2  READ AND WRITE

Copy or type the passage out line by line—one main idea per line, removing chapter and verse breaks.  

If the passage is too long, read it several times write notes as you read it the second time.

Step 3  STRUCTURE

Narrative is structured around scenes.  Identify each scene in your passage, noting the verse and write down a description for each scene.

Step 4  OBSERVE

	Characters
	Places
	Times
	Plot
	Other

	Major

Minor

Interactions

How do characters relate to each other

Dialogue


	Where

(Use map & concordance)

Significance?

Movement between places


	When

Significance?

Movement in time

Does it slow down? Speed up?


	Actions

Connections between

characters / places / times’

Sub-plots

Often 3 parts to a plot

i. Problem / tension

ii. Turning point

iii. Resolution
	eg. Narrator’s voice

eg. Does God speak

eg. Things that do not make sense

eg. Repetition

eg. Emotion—


    [ <——————— Identify how these elements work together ————————> ]

For the prophetic sections of the book of Daniel ask 

· Who wrote/spoke/heard this psalm/prophesy/vision?
· Under what circumstances did they write/speak/see it?
· Look for poetic imagery,  metaphors, similes and parallelism .  These are not to be read literally but figuratively. 
Step 5  CONTEXT

i. Immediate Context: 

• What does the immediate context contribute to the meaning? 

• Does it change the meaning of your text?

ii. Book Context: 

• Where / how does your passage fit into/contribute to the context/ overarching message of the whole book? 

iii. Bible Context: 

• How does this narrative relate to the “gospel shape” of the whole biblical story? 

• How is Christ (anointed one/messiah) anticipated?

• Are there other bible passages that specially help us understand this text?

Step 6  MAIN IDEA

What is the central idea the narrative is teaching?

Step 7  Implication / Application / Challenge
As Christians who live after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, what are the implications and applications of this passage? Ask yourself question such as:
· What does God want me 

· to learn

· to think

· to believe

· What does God want me to do or not do?

· What challenges me in this passage?

· What can I praise God for?

· What disturbs me in this passage?

· What gives me joy or encouraging? 

· What is the “take home message” for me? 

· Why does it matter for me or others?
Step 8  PRAY

Finish up by praying in light of what you have learned.  Pray in praise for who God is and what He has done.  Ask God to help you apply this to your life.  

